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Levi P. Morton  and  Company, which  he'
founded in 1863, and which afterwards was
known as Morton, Bliss and Company, was
dissolved in 1899, and the Morton Trust Com-
pany organized in its stead.

Morton, Oliver Perry (1823-77), Amer-
ican statesman, born in Wayne co., Ind. In
1860 he was a candidate for lieutenant-gov-
ernor ou the ticket with Henry S. Lane, and
when Lane, shortly after his inauguration, re-
signed to become United States Senator, Mor-
ton succeeded him as governor. He threw him-
self with tremendous energy into the task of
raising and equipping troops to preserve the
Union; and, despite the bitter opposition of a
Democratic legislature, he was able to render
services that won for him the distinction of
being the greatest of the 'war governors.* He
was re-elected governor in 1864, but in 1867,
before the completion of his term, resigned to
enter the United States Senate. There, he
quickly became one of the leaders of his party
and one of the most forceful debaters in public
life. He was active in carrying through the
'reconstruction* legislation, the i$th amend-
ment, and other important measures, and was
a leader in the impeachment proceedings
against President Johnston. In return for his
services in behalf of the annexation of San
Domingo, President Grant offered him the
position of minister to England, but he de-
clined it, and he also declined the position of
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. During
1873-76, he endeavored to secure a change in
the method s of choosing the presidents, and
had he succeeded the Hays-Tilden controversy
would have been obviated. When that contro-
versy came, he was the leader of that portion
of the Republican party which contended that
the president of the Senate should count the
electoral votes, and was a member of the elec-
toral commission. Consult Foulke, Life of
Oliver P. Morton (2 vols. 1899),

Morton, Thomas (1590-47), Eng. adven-
turer, born in London. In 1625 he accompan-
ied Wollaston's expedition to New England
and during Wollaston's absence seized control
of the colony he had founded within the pres-
ent limits of Quincy, Mass., freed the settlers
who had been brought over as servants, and
began a successful trade with the Indians, He
renamed the settlement 'Merry Mount,' and
so shocked the Pilgrims at Plymouth by his
conduct that they formed a combination with
the other settlements in Mass., and dispatched
an expedition under Miles Standish, which at-
tacked Merry Mount, captured Morton and
sent him to England (1628). He returned in

1629, but the following year was again de-
ported. He returned to Plymouth in 1643, and
in 1644 was once more imprisoned for a yearv
this time chiefly on account of his book, New
English Canaan. He died in Maine. Motley
made use of his career in his novels, Morton's
Hope (1839) and Merry Mount "(1849) > as did
Hawthorne, in The Maypole of Merry Mount.

Morton, William Thomas Green (1819-
68), American dentist, the discoverer of ether-
eal anaesthesia. He studied medicine in the
Harvard Medical School. While studying
chemistry in a laboratory under Dr. Charles
T. Jackson he was led to investigate the pro-
perties of sulphuric ether, and became ac-
quainted with its anaesthetic properties. He
satisfied himself as to the safety of its appli-
cation under proper conditions by numerous
experiments upon himself, and on Sept. 30,
1846, he administered it on a patient and pain-
lessly extracted a firmly rooted bicuspid tooth.
He then applied for American and European
patents for the application of ether in surgical
operations, and published the results of his
experiments. He succeeded in obtaining pat-
ents in the United States and England, and
offered his rights without remuneration to all
charitable institutions; but the opposition
aroused by his patents injured his business to
such an extent that he had to retire. The
French Academy inquired into his claims as
the discoverer of anaesthesia and awarded him
and Dr. Jackson jointly the Montyon prize
and in 1868 Thomas Lee presented to the city
of Boston a monument with the following in-
scription: 'To commemorate the discovery that
the inhaling of ether causes insensibility to
pain. First proved to the world at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital in Boston, October,
A.D. MDCCXLVL* The anaesthetic properties of
ether, however, were first studied and demon-
strated by an American physician, Dr. Craw-
ford W. Long in Georgia in 1842, Dr. Long
failed to induce medical men to use his discov-
ery, and it remained for Morton to succeed in
attracting world-wide attention to ether as a
powerful anaesthetic for surgical operations.

Mortuary. In ecclesiastical law a mortuary
is an offering to the church on death, and it
appears that formerly a person could not leave
his property by will unless he left a sufficient
mortuary. This is now obsolete,

Mosaic, a surface decoration consisting of
variously colored pieces of glass, marble, ce-
ramic, or other similar materials set together
to form a pattern or device, and bedded in a
mastic or cement ground. Mosaic work is one
of the earliest forms of decorative art, and